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Parish Clerk:  c/o, 7 School Lane, Fulford, York YO10 4LU 

: 07842 889 146 clerk@skelton-york.gov.uk www.skelton-york.gov.uk 

 

Draft Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Skelton Parish Council held on Thursday 23 June 2022 at 

19:30 at Skelton Village Hall.  

Present: 

Councillors:   Cllrs Watson (Chair), Lansell, C Linfoot, J Linfoot, A Mansell, L Mansell and 

Stead 

Ward Councillor:  Cllr Hook  

Members of the public:  4 

Clerk :    Karin de Vries 

22/025 Chairman’s welcome 

The Chair welcomed those present to the meeting. She thanked fellow councillors and the clerk for 

their support and for all working together for Skelton village.  

22/026 To receive apologies for absence and to approve reasons for absence 

None had been received.   

22/027 To receive any declarations of interests and any requests for dispensation 

None had been received. 

22/028 To resolve to adjourn the meeting in order to hold the Open Forum to include: (Please 

note this will be limited to 30 minutes) 

1. To receive a police report for May 2022 
The police report for May had been circulated. At the Jubilee celebrations, the Chair had 
spoken to a police officer and had requested for a PCSO to attend some of the Parish Council 
meetings. 

2. To receive a report from the Ward Councillors  
Cllr Hook reported that a ward committee meeting would be held on 25th July. She had also 
started a petition for a safe pedestrian crossing of the A19. Cllr Stead arrived at this point.  

3. To receive the litter picker’s report 
The litter picker reported that the graffiti on the bus shelter had now been removed. Further 
vandalism had occurred in the playground and random items had appeared. A picnic bench 
had reappeared in the playground with nails sticking out and Cllr Stead had removed it. The 
litter picker had removed a pedal cart. The Chair thanked him for the work he does.  

4. To receive parishioners’ questions 
A resident queried whether the beacon can be used at other events, such as Christmas.   
Cllr Stead had reported that a tree near the beacon appeared dead. Cllr A Mansell suggested 
that the Council could have a general risk assessment to cover all councillors for works they 
wish to carry out. The Clerk advised that any activities would have to be within the insured 
public liability for the Council. The clerk would request some advice from the insurance 
company in relation to what activities can be carried out by Councillors. 

22/029 To approve and sign the minutes of the Annual Meeting of Skelton parish Council as well 

as the Ordinary meeting of the Council both held on 26th May 2022 as true and correct records.  

It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the Annual Meeting of Skelton Parish Council held on 

26th May 2022 and the minutes of the Ordinary meeting of Skelton Parish Council held on 26th May 

2022 as true and correct records.  The Chair signed the minutes.  

22/030 To consider candidates for co-option. 
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No candidates had been in touch with the Clerk. The Chair would add a notice to the Skelton 

Community Facebook as well as the Fairfield Croft Facebook page. 

22/031 To receive information and decide necessary action on village and playground matters to  

include:- 

1. To consider quotations for playground repairs.  
Three quotations have been circulated by the clerk. It was RESOLVED to approve a quotation 
from Hags for repairs to the wet pour surfacing as well as the grass matting for £303 plus VAT. 
Cllr A Mansell had circulated an additional proposal for a councillor to carry out wet pour 
repairs instead at a lower cost. The Clerk would check this with the insurer as well.  

2. To consider an update regarding a Community Speed Watch initiative.  
Cllr A Mansell had met a police representative to discuss the Community Speed Watch.  
Council. Cllr Mansell proposed that the Council purchase signage similar to that in Rufforth for 
£400 plus VAT. He reported that the Council could borrow one of the 50 speed watch guns 
from the police but proposed for the Council to buy a speed gun at a cost of £500. Grant 
opportunities for a speed gun would be investigated. Cllr Mansell would look at borrowing the 
equipment.   

3. To consider correspondence in relation to graffiti on bus shelter. 
The City of York had been in touch with the clerk to state that the City of York’s dedicated 
graffiti removal team would charge £57 per square meter for cleaning the graffiti off the bus 
shelter. The Chair thanked Cllr C Linfoot who had removed the graffiti instead. The Clerk 
confirmed that the Parish Council has insured the bus shelter for a nominal amount but it had 
not received an invoice from the City of York for the shelter so there was uncertainty who 
owns it. The City of York had recently replaced one of the bus shelter’s broken pane of glass.   

4. To consider an update regarding damage and erosion of The Green 
Cllr Mansell had arranged to meet a local contractor to look at the damaged verge. The 
contractor had advised that a hard landscaping solution such as gabions would not work. It 
was RESOLVED that Cllr A Mansell would buy some grass seeds and would reseed the area.  

5. To consider an update regarding the provision of a noticeboard in Fairfield Croft  
The Chair would contact the developer or management company to request consent for 

placing a Parish Council noticeboard on the new development. 

6. To consider an update regarding the overgrown right of way to the side of the school. 

Councillors C Linfoot and A Mansell had carried out a site visit and reported that the City of 

York had strimmed the overgrown right of way.  

7. To consider the planting of an orchard of fruit trees 

Cllr C Linfoot requested that the Council investigates the planting of a few fruit trees in the 
Orchard. The Clerk had identified a budget heading that could be used for the expenditure. 
After some discussion, it was RESOLVED that Cllr C Linfoot would seek a quotation for trees to 
be planted in autumn.  

8. To consider a Skelton Parish Council Facebook page  
The Clerk had circulated some background information about setting up a Skelton Parish 
Council Facebook page with the clerk and Chair as the main administrators. It was RESOLVED 
that the Clerk would set up a Skelton Parish Council Facebook page.  

22/032 To note a report from the working group for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations and 

decide necessary action to include:- 

Cllr L Mansell thanked Councillors for supporting the event. The Chair thanked both Cllr L Mansell 

and Cllr A Mansell for what they did. She also thanked the clerk for volunteering at the event and for 

finalising the ledger for the accounts. The Chair commented that it was good to see how many 

people helped and that it had brought the village together. The Chair wished to develop the Council 

to include more community events such as the organisation of residents’ parties in Skelton Village 
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Hall. Cllr A Mansell stated that there had been very positive feedback from stall holders. He also 

provided an overview of the finances stating that the event had cost £1884 and that £1084 had been 

generated for charity. Some of the proceeds had already been donated to the Ukrainian appeal and 

the rest was still to be banked.  The Council as a whole would consider worthwhile causes for the 

remaining proceeds.  

1. To note correspondence in relation to the Jubilee celebrations  
The Clerk had sent a thank you letter to Coning Haulage group for the use of the curtain 
sider. The Chair thanked the local resident who had allowed the use of their electricity 
and she had sent flowers to the wife of the fabricator of the beacon. 

2. To approve the ledger for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee working group.  
The ledger from the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee working group had been circulated. It was 
RESOLVED to approve the ledger.  

3. To consider a plaque for the beacon.  
Due to time pressure a shield on the beacon had not been produced. Cllr A Mansell 
offered to investigate a plaque to be added to the beacon.  

22/033 Financial Matters and Governance 

1. To receive the bank reconciliation and budget monitoring report as at 31 May 2022.  
It was RESOLVED to approve the financial reports as at 31 May 2022. The bank balances at the 
end of May were £2,500.34 in the current account and £43,371.42 in the Council’s savings 
account. 

2. The following receipts were noted:-    
HMRC. VAT reclaim Jan-Mar 2022                          [DC]                                                  £  114.00 
Donation Easingwold Lions for Jubilee                   [DC]                         £    60.00 
Receipts from Royal Memories Booklet  [cash deposit]                                 £  115.00 
Northern Powergrid. Wayleave                                [cheque]                                         £       6.90  

3. To confirm the following payments of invoices:- 
a. Scottish Water. Water charges cemetery              [BP]                                              £     10.39  
b. City of York. NNDR                                                      [DD]                                            £     57.00 
c. Account-Ant. Internal audit 2021/22                      [BP]                                              £   150.00 

Various invoices for Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations: 
d. Michael Brown. Beacon and plaque                        [BP]                                              £   560.00 
e. Marks Magic Kingdom. Magician performance     [BP]                                              £   195.00  
f. S A Sawyer. York Turnpike band                              [BP]                                               £    120.00 

It was RESOLVED to confirm the payment of the above invoices. 
4. To approve the following payments:- 

a. Sleightholm Landscaping. Grass cutting                 [BP]                                               £  1443.60 
b. Salaries, oncosts and mileage June                         [BP]                                               £  1111.18 
c. Home working allowance clerk                                [BP]             £    26.00 
d. Giffgaff monthly charges                                           [BP]       £      6.00 
e. Amazon. Various stationery.                                     [BP]                                               £    22.87 
f. YLCA. Webinar Role of the Clerk. Cllr Watson       [BP]                                               £    25.00 
g. B&Q. Pine Dowels (reimburse Cllr Watson)          [BP]                                                  £30.60  
h. Amazon. Various expenditure for topple testing (reimburse Cllr Watson)  [BP]     £64.30  

Various expenditure Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations as per separate ledger: 
i. Cllr A Mansell (reimburse). Various invoices and receipts [BP]      £183.08 
j. Cllr Watson (reimburse). Various invoices and receipts [BP]                                       £181.08 
k. Cllr L Mansell (reimburse). Various invoices and receipts [BP]                                     £60.37 
l. Member of Jubilee working group (reimburse for dog show) [BP]                              £54.51   

It was RESOLVED to approve the above invoices for payment.          
5. To receive a report of the Finance Panel meeting held on 26 May and to consider 
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recommendations:- 
a. To approve the internal audit plan for 22/23  

It was RESOLVED to approve the internal audit plan for 22/23. 
b. To approve the Risk Management Register  

It was RESOLVED to accept the recommendation from the Finance Panel to approve the 
risk management register.   

c. To approve the asset register for the year ended 31 March 2022 
It was RESOLVED to accept the recommendation from the Finance Panel to approve the 
asset register. 

6. To consider the appointment of an internal auditor for 2022/23. 
The appointment of an internal auditor for 2022/23 was deferred. 

22/034 Annual Governance and Accountability Return 

1. To consider a report of the Internal Auditor 
The report from the Internal Auditor was noted.   

2. To consider the assertions in the Annual Governance Statement and to approve the 
Annual Governance Statement for the year ended 31 March 2022 and for the chair to 
sign the Annual Governance Statement.  
It was RESOLVED to approve the Annual Governance Statement for the year ended 31 
March 2022. The Chair signed the Annual Governance Statement.  

3. To consider the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2022 and to ensure 
that the chair signs and dates the Accounting Statements.  
It was RESOLVED to approve section 2 of the AGAR, The Accounting Statements for the 
year ended 31 March 2022 and the Chair duly signed the Accounting Statements.  

4. To set the period for the exercise of public rights and to agree the publication on the 
website and noticeboard of the Notice of the period for the exercise of public rights and 
a declaration that the accounting statements are as yet unaudited together with the 
Annual Internal Audit Report, the Annual Governance Statement and the Accounting 
Statements for 2021/22.  
It was RESOLVED to set the period for the exercise of public rights to inspect the unaudited 
accounting statements from Friday 24 June to Thursday 4 August. The Chair expressed her 
thanks to the clerk for completing the internal audit.  

22/035 Planning 

1. To consider a response to the following planning applications:- 
None were received. 

2. To note details of planning applications decided by City of York Council and decide upon any 
necessary action:- 
a. 22/00909/TCA – Green Mantle. Church Lane. Fell 1no. Leyland Conifer, 1no. Larch and 

1no. Ash; crown lift group of trees by 3 metres - tree works in a Conservation Area. 
Approved.   

b. 22/00444/FUL. 11 Brecksfield. 1no. dormer to side and 1no. dormer to rear. Withdrawn. 
Cllr Stead left the meeting at this point.   

3. To consider other matters related to planning and decide upon any necessary action to  
     include:- 

    None. 

22/036 To consider correspondence received and decide action where necessary to include:- 

1. The following emails from YLCA were noted:- 

a. White Rose Updates, Law and Governance and E-training bulletins. The Chair enrolled on 

Code of Conduct training. Cllr L Mansell expressed an interest in the same training.  

b. Garden Communities Programme.  
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c. Invitation to nominate interested councillors to be substitute parish representatives of the 

City of York Council Standards Committee.   

d. YLCA Conference 23 September 2022.  

e. YLCA WEBSITE – Councillors log-in updated.  

f. Notes from meeting with Zoe Metcalfe Police, Fire & Crime Commissioner.  

g. Come join Commissioner Zoe’s Safeguarding Workshop.  

2. The emails from NALC were noted.  

3. To receive emails from City of York. 

a. Ward committee Meeting. A meeting would be held on 25 July 2022 at Poppleton 

Community Centre with a Surgery from 6.00pm till 7.00 pm & the meeting thereafter from 

7.00 pm until 9.00 pm.  

4. Office of the North Yorkshire Police, Fire & Crime Commissioner. Consultation on the proposed 

changes to Fire and Rescue services in North Yorkshire and York.  

After some discussion about the proposed closure of the Fire station at Huntington, the Council 

wished to respond to the consultation. With the consultation period running until 23 August, the 

clerk was asked to add the item to the July agenda. 

22/037 To receive reports from the Council’s representatives on external bodies and to consider any 

action. 

a. YLCA York Branch. Cllr L Mansell reported that the updated Parish Charter was considered at 
the meeting. Some discussion was held about the workload of the Joint Standards Committee 
due to a large number of complaints by multiple councils. Other topics of discussion were 
Civility and Respect, the vandalism by teenagers and the lack of bus services in many parishes.  

b. Kyle and Ouse Internal Drainage Board. Cllr A Mansell had missed the last meeting and would 
not be able to attend the next meeting on 22 September 2022. He said that the meeting would 
be open to any councillor to attend. Cllr Hook mentioned that she was on the Drainage Board 
as well.  

22/038 To receive a report from a site visit of members of the Cemetery Committee and decide on 

any necessary action. 

1. To ratify decision to carry out urgent works to tape off 15 headstones, to add signs to 
headstones and to cemetery gate and to incur an expenditure of £94.50.   
The Chair had carried out a topple test at the cemetery and had taped off 15 headstones. 
She explained that the owners of the memorial stones have 6 months to make arrangements 
for a stone mason to repair the headstones. It was RESOLVED to ratify the decision to carry 
out urgent works to tape off 15 headstones and to add signs to headstones and to the 
cemetery gate and to incur expenditure of £94.50.  
The next meeting of the Cemetery Panel would be held on 29th June. A Cemetery Committee 
meeting would also need to be scheduled.  

22/039 To confirm the date and time of the next meeting. 

It was confirmed that the next meeting of Skelton Parish Council would be held on Thursday 21st July 

2022 at 19:30. 

 

The Chair closed the meeting at 21:08.  


